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Is the Bible reliable history?

Supporting Eyewitness Testimony
& Corroborating Physical Evidence
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The CSI Test

• How do investigators solve a case?
• How do they determine whether or not a 

witness is trustworthy?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the most popular shows on TV today are the CSI franchise (CSI, CSI NY, CSI Miami, NCIS) and the Law & Order franchise – and they have been for a number of years

The programs follow a simple premise where investigators must determine who is telling the truth and how reliable is a particular depiction of events surrounding a case …
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The CSI Test

• To get at the truth, an investigator will gather 
the following:
– Supporting Eyewitness Accounts or Testimony
– Corroborating Physical Evidence
– Compelling Circumstantial Evidence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each episode follows a simple format:
 
A case needs to be solved.  
To get at the truth, investigators will interview individuals (those who saw or heard something relevant) and collect physical evidence (e.g., finger prints, DNA samples, or spent bullet casings)
The reliability of a particular theory or the dependability of a specific witness is then established by performing a comparison with the gathered testimony and collected evidence
This ultimately helps the detectives get to the truth and solve the case
E.g., Circumstantial Evidence (person enters room with rain coat, umbrella, and is soaking wet…circumstances would suggest that it is raining outside)
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A Simple Example

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is this? Answer: George Washington…
How do you know he really ever lived? Don’t tell me that we have photographs of him – photography wasn’t invented until after he was dead
They way we know he lived and did the things he did is by:
Reviewing eye witness testimony from his time (looking at the writings of those who fought the Revolutionary War with or against him)
Reviewing expert witnesses from his time or today (looking at the writings of historians both then and now)
Examining physical evidence available (visiting places like Mount Vernon or Valley Forge where he lived and/or fought) and looking at artifacts from his time (e.g., his false teeth are owned by the University of Maryland)
Even looking at circumstantial evidence that allows certain inferences to be made (e.g., the existence of the United States today is evidence that George Washington lived)
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Enter into Evidence – The Exodus

• How do we know that the Bible is a reliable witness 
to history?  

• Let’s put it to the CSI Test!  Does the following exist:
– Supporting Eyewitness Accounts / Testimony
– Corroborating Physical Evidence
– Compelling Circumstantial Evidence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here, we are going to look at the Bibl as it lines up with the discoveries of archaeology and what is recorded in ancient manuscripts outside of the Bible regarding history… 
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Some Background

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When did the story of the Exodus, the Wilderness Wanderings, and subsequent Conquest occur?

Source of Image: http://exodusconspiracy.blogspot.com/2010/01/biblical-date-for-exodus-1446-bc.html
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Some Background

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where did the story of the Exodus, the Wilderness Wanderings, and subsequent Conquest occur?

Source of Image: http://humansarefree.com/2011/01/anunnaki-chronology-of-events-part-four.html 
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Claim to be Examined
• Biblical Assertion: Egypt suffered 10 miraculous plagues

brought on by God to free the Israelites

“So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My
wonders which I will do in its midst; and after that he will let
you go.” – Exodus 3: 20

• Biblical Claim to be tested:
– What happened: 10 Plagues took place
– When did this occur: @1446BC
– Where did this occur: Egypt
– Who was involved: Egyptians and the Israelites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10 plagues included:
Water to Blood
Frogs
Lice
Flies 
Livestock
Boils
Hail and Fire
Locusts
Darkness
Death of the Firstborn
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Entered into Evidence
• Supporting Eyewitness Testimony: Ipuwer Papyrus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the National Archeological Museum in Leiden, Netherlands is housed a most interesting ancient papyrus (called the Dialogue of Ipuwer and the Lord of All)
This dates back to at least the 14th Century BC (and probably goes back further)
The papyrus was written by an Egyptian named Ipuwer and appears to be an eyewitness account of the effects of the Exodus plagues from the perspective of an average Egyptian. 
It describes violent upheavals in Egypt, starvation, drought, escape of slaves (with the wealth of the Egyptians), and death throughout the land.

Image Source: http://www.henryzecher.com/papyrus_ipuwer.htm



10www.christianevidences.org

Entered into Evidence
• Supporting Eyewitness Testimony: Ipuwer Papyrus

1. Plague of Blood (Exodus 7: 19 – 24)
Ipuwer Papyrus 2:5-6, says: “Plague is throughout the land. Blood is everywhere.”
Ipuwer Papyrus 2:10, says: “The River (Nile) is Blood. Men shrank from tasting...and thirst for water.”

2. Plague of Hail and Fire (Exodus 9: 22 – 26)
Ipuwer Papyrus 9:23: “The fire ran along the ground. There was hail, and fire mingled with the hail.” 
Ipuwer Papyrus 2:10: “Forsooth (Help Us), gates, columns, and walls are consumed by fire.” 

3. Plague of Darkness (Exodus 10: 21 – 23)
Ipuwer Papyrus 9:11: “The land is without light.”

4. Plague on Egyptian Livestock (Exodus 9: 1 – 7) 
Ipuwer Papyrus 5:5: “All animals, their hearts weep. Cattle moan.”

5. Plague on Egypt’s Firstborn (Exodus 12)
Ipuwer Papyrus 2:13: “He who places his brother in the ground is everywhere.”
Ipuwer Papyrus 3:14: “It is groaning that is throughout the land, mingled with lamentations.”
Ipuwer Papyrus 4:3: “Forsooth, the children of princes are dashed against the walls.”
Ipuwer Papyrus 6:12: “Forsooth, the children of the princes are cast out in the streets.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have an Egyptian account of the very events mentioned in the Bible as having befallen Egypt
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Amduat Wall Mural

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burial Chamber of Amenhotep II contains a mural on the walls that is called the Amduat (i.e., the “Destruction of Mankind” Mural)
Amenhotep II was the Pharaoh on the throne in 1446 BC
This mural shows up in at least 20 different tombs…
Considered up until about 2 years ago by Egyptologists to be apocalyptic in nature
Series of 12 hours of seemingly catastrophic events…
Nile turning into blood; frog plague; lice; flies; livestock plague; skin boils; hail and fire from heaven; locust infestation; sun being darkened for 3 days; “Plague of all but the youngest”
Even more compelling is that the Egyptians are fighting a Rebel leader named “Moshe” who serves a God named “YHVH”
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Entered into Evidence
• Compelling Circumstantial Evidence: Dream Stela of Thutmose IV

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the red granite Dream Stela of Thutmose IV (as found between the Sphinx’s paws) and its recounting his unexpected ascension to the throne – his father, Amenhotep II would have been the Pharaoh of the Exodus (possible allusion to the ‘Death of the Firstborn’ plague) 

Image Source: http://www.photography-match.com/wallpapers/5657_giza_egypt_2001/ 
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Entered into Evidence
• Compelling Circumstantial Evidence: Dream Stela of Thutmose IV

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the red granite Dream Stela of Thutmose IV (as found between the Sphinx’s paws) and its recounting his unexpected ascension to the throne – his father, Amenhotep II would have been the Pharaoh of the Exodus (possible allusion to the ‘Death of the Firstborn’ plague) 
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Entered into Evidence
• Compelling Circumstantial Evidence? Nisan 14, 1446 BC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Passover took place on Nisan 14, 1446 BC, which would have taken place in Hebrew reckoning at sundown Friday evening…the Hebrew Saturday begins on Friday evening
In Egyptian reckoning, this still would have been their Friday evening – the 13th day of the month
Some theorize that the notion of Friday the 13th as being bad luck may be a corrupted memory of Passover event
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nile to Blood
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nile to Blood
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nile to Blood
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Frogs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Frogs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Lice
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Flies – this is awful…they look more like beetles
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague on the Livestock
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Boils
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Fire and Hail
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Locusts – this ones awful too…its like they just took the handgun Lego and are pretending they are locusts…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plague of Darkness
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Passover or the Death of the Firstborn
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Claim to be Examined
• Biblical Assertion: A parting of the Red Sea took place that

allowed Israel to escape. The Red Sea later enclosed on the
pursuing Egyptian Army resulting in their drowning

“And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the
morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while
the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the Lord overthrew the
Egyptians in the midst of the sea.” – Exodus 14: 27

• Biblical Claim to be tested:
– What happened: Red Sea divided; Egyptian Army drowned
– When did this occur: @1446BC
– Where did this occur: Red Sea
– Who was involved: Egyptian Army

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some background information - 
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Mycenaean Grave Stela

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Minoa was a prominent Mediterranean Sea trading power from 2000 thru 1400 BC
Its capital was Knossos on the Island of Crete
The Minoans give rise to the Mycenaean Empire which lasts from 1400BC thru 1100BC which was centered in the Peloponnesus
In the 15th Century BC, Egypt’s main ally and number one trading partner were the Minoans
Egyptian Papyrus has been found where the Minoans are referred to by the Egyptians as the only other civilized people on earth
Those who hold a high-view of the Scripture (for a number of reasons) would say the Exodus took place somewhere @ 1446 BC
In Mycenae, a good many artifacts and artwork has been found that is clearly from Egypt or refers to events in Egypt from this timeframe
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Mycenaean Grave Stela
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Mycenaean Grave Stela
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Mycenaean Grave Stela
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Mycenaean Grave Stela
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Amduat Wall Mural

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burial Chamber of Amenhotep II contains a mural on the walls that is called the Amduat (i.e., the “Destruction of Mankind” Mural)
Amenhotep II was the Pharaoh on the throne in 1446 BC
This mural shows up in at least 20 different tombs…
There is one scene that has disturbed a number of Egyptologists / archeologists…
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Amduat Wall Mural

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note parting of sea and then in subsequent scene, there are drowned soldiers
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Entered into Evidence
• Compelling Circumstantial Evidence: Amenhotep III and Tiye

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a sculpture of King Amenhotep III and Queen Tiye.  This is in the Cairo Museum of Egyptian Antiquities (right near where all the riots took place).  
They had a long, peaceful and apparently wealthy reign over Egypt (roughly 1382-1344 BC). 
Amenhotep III was the son of Thutmose IV and grandson of Amenhotep II – the Pharaoh of the Exodus. 
For a brief period in history, the Egyptian monarchy became monotheistic
Some disturbance had happened that caused Egyptian pagan theology to be overthrown in favor of belief in One God
Its compelling circumstantial evidence for the events of the Exodus
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We spared no expense in recreating this depiction of Moses and the Parting of the Red Sea
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We spared no expense in recreating this depiction of Moses and the Parting of the Red Sea
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Claim to be Examined
• Biblical Assertion: A bronze serpent was lifted onto a pole in

the Wilderness. Those who looked at it were healed.

“Then the Lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it
on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he
looks at it, shall live”.” – Numbers 21: 8

• Biblical Claim to be tested:
– What happened: Serpent was lifted on a pole for healing
– When did this occur: late 1400s BC
– Where did this occur: Wilderness near Edom (Today’s

Jordan)
– Who was involved: Israelites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some background information - 
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Entered into Evidence
• Compelling Circumstantial Evidence: Asclepius (Medical Symbol)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Symbols: Caduceus (2 Snakes) and Asclepius (1 Snake)

It is relatively common, especially in the United States, to find the caduceus, with its two snakes and wings, used as a symbol of medicine instead of the correct rod of Asclepius, with only a single snake. This usage is erroneous, popularized largely as a result of the adoption of the caduceus as its insignia by the US Army medical corps in 1902.

Caduceus goes back to the worship of the Greek god Hermes (several hundred years BC)…Asclepius goes back further than that…(both related to acts of healing and medicine)

Historians have theorized that both seem to be a distant memory of the events regarding the Bronze Serpent in the Wilderness 
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Claim to be Examined
• Biblical Assertion: Israelite spies encountered Giants in the

Land of Canaan during the Wilderness Wanderings.

“And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land
which they had spied out, saying, ”…The people whom we
saw … are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the
descendants of Anak came from the giants)…”

– Numbers 13: 32, 33

• Biblical Claim to be tested:
– What happened: Giants existed in the Land of Canaan
– When did this occur: @ 1444 BC
– Where did this occur: Canaan (Today’s Israel)
– Who was involved: Canaanite Tribes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some background information - 
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Entered into Evidence
• Supporting Eyewitness Testimony: Egyptian Execration Texts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Egyptian Execration Texts (1900 - 1700 BC) refer to the "ly-aneq" people, or what the Bible calls the Anakim (see Numbers 13: 33 and Joshua 11: 22).  
These records substantiate the Biblical account that these people were giants.  
Ashdod is even called the "city of Giants" in these documents (on display in the Berlin Museum).  
By the way, Ashdod is one of the cities of the Philistines (I Samuel 5: 1) – remember, Goliath was a Philistine  
Note the Egyptian practice of smashing the pottery to bring a curse on their enemies

Image Source: http://www.ancientegyptonline.co.uk/names.html 
Image Source: http://www.towerofdavid.org.il/English/Exhibitions/Permanent_Exhibition/Canaanite_Period 
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Entered into Evidence
• Supporting Eyewitness Testimony: Anastasi Papyrus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One Egyptian document presently housed in the British Museum dates back nearly 3300 years.  
This document appears to be a scolding letter sent from one army correspondent named Hori.  In the letter, he reprimands another scribe or correspondent named Amenemope for his poor leadership and lack of battlefield presence.   
A point is made in the letter on how critical it is to be accurate when determining rations, equipment and other supplies.  
In one fascinating passage, a discussion takes place of an encounter in a Canaanite mountain pass.  We are told that Egyptian forces came across Shasu warriors, whose height from nose to foot varied from 4 to 5 cubits.  Egyptians often referred to the inhabitants of Canaan as the Shasu.   The cubit in view here is the Royal Egyptian cubit (about 20.65 inches in length).  This would mean that the height of those encountered varied from at least 6 ft 8 in to 8 ft 6 in.  
This is particularly interesting when you consider that a main point in the letter regards the need for accuracy.

Image Source: http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/search_the_collection_database/search_object_image.aspx?currentpage=1&asset_id=433725&orig=%2Fresearch%2Fsearch_the_collection_database.aspx&partid=1&searchtext=papyrus+anastasi+I&objectid=113784&numpages=10 
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Ramses II Relief

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Similarly, there exists an Egyptian relief (stone carving) that recounts Egypt’s battles under Ramses II against the Hittites near Kadesh.  In the relief, we are told about the capture of two Shasu spies who were 9 feet tall.  

Historians have debated the unusual size given to the captured-forces in the relief. It is one thing for Egyptian carvings to represent their Pharaohs with almost super human size.  It is quite another for them to depict their enemies as such.  Again, the Egyptians seem to be encountering forces of unusual height in their exploits in and around Canaan.

Image Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Im.png 
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Entered into Evidence
• Compelling Circumstantial Evidence: Evidence of Other Peoples

of Enormous Stature in Antiquity
1. Evidence has been unearthed by archaeologists / paleontologists of other tribes besides the Anakim, 

who appear to have been of unusually tall stature: Avvim, Rephaim, Emim, and Zamzummim.

1. Skeletal remains unearthed in both Gezer, Israel and at Tel Es-Sa'ideyeh, Jordan of people who were 
between 7’ and 10’ tall.

2. Bet Guvrin is also called "Beit Jibrim" of the "House of Gibborim" - in effect, all of these translate to the 
"House of the Giants".

3. A 1st Century Roman historian by the name of Pliny, testifies that a 9’ 9” high giant named Gabbaras 
commanded one of the Roman legions (Legion Adiutrix). 

1. Artifacts dug up by British archeologist, Sir Flinders Petrie, suggest people of enormous stature. He was 
digging at Beth-Paleth, some 18 miles south of Gaza (land of the Philistines).

2. In 1928, the Ras Shamra Texts were found on the site of the ancient city of Ugarit (located in 
Syria). Written during the time of Joshua (i.e., 1400 BC), these speak of the existence of the "Rephaim" -
said to be a race of giants.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This ones is pretty weak…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
OK – admittedly this Lego scene has to do with Goliath
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Claim to be Examined
• Biblical Assertion: The walls of Jericho collapsed which

enabled Israel to conquer the Amorite stronghold. The city
was then set aflame by the Israelites (but was not looted).

“…And it happened when the people heard the sound of the
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the
wall fell down flat. Then the people went up into Jericho …
and they took the city … They burned the city and all that was
in it with fire. ” – Joshua 6: 20, 24

• Biblical Claim to be tested:
– What happened: Jericho’s walls collapsed; city was burned
– When did this occur: @ 1406 BC
– Where: Ancient city of Jericho (West Bank in Israel)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some background information - 
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Jericho’s Walls

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho, Ai and Hazor were the only cities burned – all of the others the Israelites were told to occupy.
Worst maintained archeological site (West Bank)
Burn Layer throughout dating to 1400BC

Image: Bryant Wood showing walls have fallen down in a sloping fashion at key points…
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Entered into Evidence
• Corroborating Physical Evidence: Jericho’s Burn Layer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho, Ai and Hazor were the only cities burned – all of the others the Israelites were told to occupy.
Worst maintained archeological site (West Bank)
Burn Layer throughout dating to 1400BC
Jars that were destroyed in this fire have been found filled with grain – significant!

Image: Bryant Wood showing walls have fallen down in a sloping fashion at key points…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amorite soldiers look down on the Israelite soldiers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
How many want to see the Amorites get it?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jericho
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Claim to be Examined
• Biblical Assertion: Israelites (i.e., the Hebrew Nation) conquer

the Promised Land and force out many of the Canaanites.

“So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and
the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all
their kings; … And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh
Barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even as
far as Gibeon.” – Joshua 10: 40 – 41

• Biblical Claim to be tested:
– What happened: Canaan was conquered by Israel
– When did this occur: @ 1300’s BC
– Where did this occur: Canaan (Today’s Israel)
– Who was involved: Israelites and Canaanites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some background information - 
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Entered into Evidence
• Supporting Eyewitness Testimony: Amarna Tablets

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discovered in 1887 at Amarna, a site along the Nile between ancient Memphis and Thebes
These are military correspondences between Amenhotep IV (Pharaoh of Egypt) and his vassal state rulers (i.e. those countries who pay him tribute in return for his providing them with defense) in Canaan
300 tablets have been found that date to @ 1400 BC
These are desperate pleas from a Canaanite king named Abdi-Heba to Pharaoh asking for help against the invading ‘Habiru’ or ‘Apiru’ people (we’ve already seen that these are the Hebrews – thus confirming the Exodus and Conquest that took place under Joshua) 
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http://www.biblearchaeology.org/

www.lifeandland.org

http://www.answersingenesis.org/

www.icr.org

www.christianevidences.org

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/
http://www.lifeandland.org
http://www.answersingenesis.org/
http://www.icr.org
http://www.christianevidences.org
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